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Date:  Tuesday 28th May 2024 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

Bradford Cathedral to welcome the 

COAT OF HOPES this June as part of its 

perpetual pilgrimage (1,500km to date!) 
 

The Coat of Hopes is an extraordinary 

community created patchwork coat made 

up of over 600 blanket patches. It will be 

on display from Saturday 8th June 2024 

during the Cathedral’s usual opening 

hours. 

 

Having completed over 1,500km of travelling, 

Bradford Cathedral will welcome the Coat of 

Hopes in June, where it will be displayed for 

three weeks, in an exciting new collaboration 

with Shine, West Bowling, a mission partner of 

the Cathedral. 

 

The patches on the coat include the griefs, 

remembrances, prayers and/or hopes of a 

person or group, for the place where they live, 

in the face of climate and ecological breakdown. 
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Starting out blank, patches were sewn into the Coat on its walk. The Coat was worn and walked 

from the south coast of England to COP 26 in Glasgow in 2021. This was a 9-week "pilgrimage" 

with the destination being the coming together of world leaders to make commitments towards a 

liveable future on Earth. 

 

Since then, the Coat has been travelling across Scotland 

and back down into England, recently completing the "leg" 

between Edinburgh to York. It will soon set off from the 

Friargate Quaker Meeting House to Bradford Cathedral, 

where it will be displayed in the West End tower space 

from Saturday 8th June to Saturday 29th June. 

 

The coat will arrive on the evening of Friday 7th June, at 

the start of the 'Tree of Life' concert, and will be available 

to view during the Cathedral’s usual opening hours of 

Monday - Saturday from 10am - 4pm, and around services, 

unless it’s on display temporarily elsewhere in the 

community. 

 

Alongside the Coat of Hopes, there will be information boards giving more details about the piece, 

as well as a chance to watch a short video about its original journey. 

 

On the 29th June, at the end of its stay, the Coat will continue its walk to Haworth Parish Church, 

a patronage church of the Cathedral, and all are invited to walk with the coat on this journey 

(18km in total). 
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Artist Barbara Keal says: 

“The Coat's work through this ongoing pilgrimage is to offer everyone the invitation to stop and, in 

wearing it, to focus on the climate and ecological emergency, and our connection to all those 

others who face it with us.  

 

“The Coat of Hopes also carries forward, in its fabric, the stories of people and places 

encountered on its way. It will be so good to meet, walk, sing and sew with the people of West 

Yorkshire, and take them with us as we continue on our way - walking towards the end of this 

emergency. “ 

 

The Revd Canon Ned Lunn, Canon for Intercultural Mission and the Arts at Bradford Cathedral, 

says: 

"We are excited to be collaborating with our mission partner, Shine in West Bowling, in welcoming 

the Coat of Hopes to Bradford.  
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“As we look ahead to being the City of Culture next year we are planning a whole season of 

events and exhibitions at the Cathedral that reflect our textile history. The Coat of Hopes is a 

foretaste of these as well as connecting with one of our passions at the Cathedral, care for the 

environment.  

 

“Come and welcome it to Bradford on 7th June and stay for a beautiful concert by renowned 

clarinetist, Emma Johnson and the orchestra of the environment. If you can't come then, we invite 

you to come and see the coat in the context of the Cathedral building and to stay for a moment of 

peace and reflection in the natural beauty of our site; a significant green space in our city." 

 

As well as being on display in the Cathedral, the 'Coat of Hopes' will be taken into schools and 

community groups in Bradford over the three weeks. If you are planning to visit to see the Coat, 

please check ahead with the Cathedral to confirm that it is on display. 

 

The Coat of Hopes Song 

 

The Coat is always accompanied by its song, which declares its aims, and is sung each time a new 

person wears the Coat. Over 900 people wore the Coat on that original journey, and at least as 

many again have worn it since then. 

 

ENDS 

 

The Coat of Hopes will be on display from 10am – 4pm Monday – Saturday 

(and around services) from Saturday 8
th

 June to Saturday 29
th

 June. The Coat 

of Hopes will arrive at the start of the ‘Tree of Life’ concert on Friday 7
th

 June 

at 7:30pm – tickets are still available at https://tree-of-life-

bradford.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

 

The Coat is also being displayed in local schools and elsewhere on certain 

days, so if you are planning to visit to see the Coat, please check ahead with 
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the Cathedral to confirm that it is on display. For more information on the 

Coat of Hopes please visit https://www.coatofhopes.uk or the Bradford 

Cathedral website. 

 

 

Notes for Editors 

 

About Bradford Cathedral 

Bradford Cathedral is a hidden jewel waiting to be discovered. Set in tranquil gardens we 

are Bradford’s oldest place of worship and house the story of the City. 

We are an Anglican Cathedral, holding services, events and educational visits. 

We are open Mon - Sat 10am – 4pm for visiting and prayer. Discover our Morris & Co 

textiles and stained glass, and monuments marking Bradford’s history. 

Visit us online at bradfordcathedral.org.uk for more information or call 01274 77 77 20. 

 Welcome to Yorkshire ‘Small Visitor Attraction of the Year’ 2020 

 Eco Church – Silver Award (A Rocha UK) 

 Council for Learning Outside the Classroom Quality Mark 

 Museums+Heritage Awards ‘Best Use of Digital - UK’ (2022, shortlisted) 

 Yorkshire Post Tourism Awards Outstanding Contribution to Tourism (Finalist, 

2022); Culture Award (Finalist, 2023) 

 

For further information please contact: 

Philip Lickley, Communications, Marketing and Events Officer 

t: 01274 777722 

e: commsandevents@bradfordcathedral.org 


